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In its form and function, Google+ is very similar to Facebook. But the relatively new platform has
far more privacy options than Facebook along with a powerful video-chat option built in, making
it very useful for education.

You can interact with students either with your personal account or by creating a page for the
specific class (click on the “create a Google+ page found on the right side of the screen). The
advantage of creating a page is that you can authorize multiple instructors to post content there.
It also provides a single destination for students to go to find class materials. The downside is
that students can only comment on a page’s content and not post their own.

The key to leveraging the advantages of Google+ is mastering Circles, which are the groups
you create for the purpose of sharing content. Once you’ve signed in to Google+, click on
the “circles” icon at the top of the screen to bring up the circles page.
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Google+ starts you off with some pre-made circles, which you can rename. Search for your
students using their email addresses and then drag those students into a different circle

for each class. You can also create a circle for your teaching colleagues so you can share
materials with them that you don’t want your students to see.
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Posting content on Google+ is very similar to Facebook, and you have the same options of
sharing text, photos, videos, or links. The key difference is the field right above “share” where
you specify if your content is being shared with everyone or just those in specific circles. If

you’ve created circle with all your students in Class A, for instance, and another circle for Class

B, you can post an assignment and choose which class (or both) will see the content.

Organizing your circles also enables you to use the “Hangout” feature, which you’ll see on the

right side of main Google+ screen. Using your computer’s built in web camera and microphone,

Hang-outs trigger a videochat involving you and anyone in the circle you specify who wants to

join in. The platform supports up to 10 people video-chatting at once. This is a great way to hold

virtual office hours or for students to conduct a study session.
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